HOME    LIFE    AT    SAVES    COURT
who was sent over by Cardinal Mazarin to collect
pictures, paid a visit. Amongst others Evelyn's
brother George, his cousin Thomas Keightley,
''fantastical Simon who had the talent of embossing
so to life/5 Lady Gerard, Mr. Lombart, a famous
graver who came to see Evelyn's collection, Sir
Robert Stapylton, the translator of Juvenal, and
others. Evelyn himself constantly went to London,
where, however, he finds "the insolences were so
great in the streets/' He goes to his brother's house
at Woodcote, where Lady Browne, his mother-in-law,
died of scarlet fever. He visits Sir Henry Newton at
Charlton and Mr. Hillyard at Horslcy, and also goes
to Guildford. He works hard at the planting and
planning out of the Sayes Court garden, and so
making a beginning of the walks, groves, enclosures
and plantations. After the final purchase of the house
and gardens and the establishment of his household,
he is able to write on June igth, 1653: "This day
I paid all my debts to a farthing; oh, blessed
day!"
Meanwhile, before the end of 1653 two children
were born. Richard, who only lived to be five years
old, and John Stansfield, "christened by the name of
my mother's father," who died after three months,
These were the first two of the series of six sons born
between 1652 and 1664, only one of whom lived to
be grown up. In several of the prefaces to the Diary
and works of Evelyn the statement Is made that he
had five sons. The authority for this no doubt is
the epitaph on his tomb. But Evelyn himself on two
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